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WHO WE ARE 


The Tribal Art Society features an online 
catalogue every month listing quality works of 
Asian art that have been thoroughly vetted by our 
select members, who are the in-house experts. 


By bringing together a group of trusted dealers 
specializing in Tribal art, our platform offers a 
unique collection of works of art that collectors 
will not find anywhere else online. To ensure 
the highest standards, gallery membership is by 
invitation only and determined by a selection 
committee. 


Ф /TribalArtSociety 


Cover Image: detail of a 
Tevau. Presented by Galerie 
Flak on p. 108 
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PARTNER 


HERITAGE, an exhibition under the aegis of our 
partner Paris Tribal to mark the ıoth edition of 


this international fair! 


Pour sa dixième édition, Paris Tribal organise un 
événement exceptionnel au cœur de notre salon 
international : 


HERITAGE - Arts Premiers & Art Moderne 
Une exposition collective a la galerie du Crous du 13 au 22 
avril 2023. 


Les participants de Paris Tribal, des collectionneurs 
privés et les galeries de référence d'art moderne de Saint- 
Germain-Des-Prés s'associent pour présenter une exposi- 
tion collective d'œuvres exceptionnelles illustrant Puniver- 
salité du génie humain. 

Pendant deux semaines seulement, a la galerie du Crous, 
11 rue des Beaux-Arts й Paris, venez découvrir une remar- 
quable sélection de peintures, de sculptures et de masques 
célébrant "Art sous toutes ses formes. 

Notre héritage artistique s'enrichit en permanence. 
Les arts premiers et Part moderne en font partie et leurs 
imbrications sont multiples. Certains parlent d'influence, 
d'autres d'inspiration, d'autres encore de racines, d'ouver- 
ture, de prise de conscience... П est en tout cas certain que 
les artistes sont particulièrement perméables à la nature et 
aux différentes expressions artistiques des étres humains 
qui les ont précédés. 

Ce sont ces multiples imbrications que l'exposition 
HERITAGE illustre, à travers des œuvres significa- 
tives d'arts premiers et d'art moderne, prêtées par les 
marchands participant à Paris Tribal, par des galeries 
d'art moderne du quartier Saint-Germain-des-Prés et des 
collectionneurs privés. 


Cette exposition exceptionnelle sera présentée au Crous de 
Paris, 11 rue des Beaux-Arts 75006 Paris du vendredi 14 
au samedi 22 avril 2023, tous les jours de 11h à 19h (sauf 
dimanche et lundi), exposition gratuite ouverte au public. 


Vernissage et nocturne le jeudi 13 avril de 17h à 21h. 


An exceptional art event coming to the Crous 
gallery to mark the 10th edition of Paris Tribal: 


HERITAGE -Tribal & Modern Art 
A collective exhibition, April 13-22, 2023 


The participants of Paris Tribal, private collectors 
and international modern art galleries from Saint- 
Germain-des-Prés in Paris are thrilled to present 
a collective selection of artworks showcasing the 
universality of human genius. 

For two weeks only, from April 13th to April 22nd, 
at the Crous gallery on rue des Beaux-Arts in Paris 
visitors will have the unique opportunity to discover 
а remarkable collection of paintings, sculptures and 
masks celebrating Art in all its forms. 

Tribal and modern art are both integral parts of 
our artistic heritage. Some refer to their intercon- 
nections as influence, inspiration, echoes, com- 
mon ground, or open-mindedness. In any case, it is 
indisputable that, throughout history, artists have 
shown exceptional receptiveness to the diverse 
artistic expressions of those who preceded them. 
The exhibition entitled HERITAGE will feature 
important sculptures, masks and paintings on loan 
from participating dealers in Paris Tribal, modern 
art galleries from Saint-Germain-des-Prés, and 
private collectors. 


This collective exhibition under the aegis of Paris 
Tribal will be presented at: the Crous de Paris 

11 rue des Beaux-Arts 

75006 Paris 

from Friday 14 to Saturday 22 April 2023 Every day 
(except Sunday and Monday) : 11am - 7pm 

Free exhibition, open to the public. 


Opening reception on Thursday April 13th, from 
spm to 9pm. 


https://paristribal.com/en/exposition-heritage/ 


Une exposition sous l'égide de Paris Tribal au Crous de Paris 


HERITAGE 


Arts Premiers & Art Moderne 


DU 13 AU 22 AVRIL 2023 


PARIS кері 
5 RÉPUBLIQUE 
16 IBAI = 


rater 
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APRIL 
ARTWORKS 


Pieces are published and changed each month. 
The objects are presented with a full description 
and corresponding dealer's contact information. 
Unlike auction sites or other platforms, we empower 
collectors to interact directly with the member 
dealers for enquiries and purchases by clicking on 
the e-mail adress. 


In order to guarantee the quality of pieces 
available in the catalogues, objects are systematically 
validated by all our select mebers, who are the in- 
house experts. Collectors are therefore encouraged 
to decide and buy with complete confidence. In 
addition to this, the Tribal Art Society proposes a 
seven-day full money back return policy should the 
buyer not feel totally satisfied with a purchase. 


Feel free to ask the price if the artwork is listed with 
a price on request. 


APRIL 2023 - 7 
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ANCESTOR QUEEN, 
ADU ZATUA 


Figure 

Nias, Indonesia 

19th - Early 20th century 
Wood 

30 cm 

Provenance: Lee van Oostrum 
James Willis, San Francisco 
Price: 22.000 USD 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Thomas Murray 

M.: + 1 415.378.0716 

E.: thomas@tmurrayarts.com 
W.: www.tmurrayarts.com 


APRIL 2023 - 9 


Ancestor figures with two earrings denote a queen/ 
primordial mother of the clan. This sculpture has an 
appealing graphic style of bent knees and stylized 
angles to arms. The Lee van Oostrum provenance 
is significant. He was a Dutch engineer working 
in Sumatra in the 1950s building bridges, during 
which time he formed one of the most important 
Batak collections ever assembled, inclusive of some 
great Nias material. The van Oostrum collection 
was acquired by James Willis and his partner, Mort 
Dimondstein, and exhibited in their landmark 
gallery show with catalog, Sculpture of the Batak, 
May 15 - June 30, 1979. This adu zatua has never been 
offered for sale, always having been retained as part 
of the private collection of James Willis. 
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ANCESTOR QUEEN, 
ADU ZATUA OR 
SIRAHA SALAWA 


Figure 

Nias, Indonesia 

19th - Early 20th century 
Wood 

29,21 ст 

Provenance: Pierre and Claude 
Vérite collection, France 

Price: 22.000 USD 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Thomas Murray 

М.: +1415.378.0716 

E.: thomas@tmurrayarts.com 
W.: www.tmurrayarts.com 


APRIL 2023 - 13 


Afineandrareancestor figure with great provenance, 
recognizably a female aristocrat because of the dual 
earrings and the tall crown that would have been 
gold in life. The style of this headdress and the fact 
she is holding a cup in both hands are considered 
to be northern Nias conventions, and therefore 
siraha salawa would be an applicable title. Offerings 
needed to be made on a regular basis to ensure the 
goodwill of the deceased. 
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APRIL 2023 - 15 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 
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03 
BAULE FAN 


Ceremonial fan 

Baule 

Ivory Coast 

First half 20th century 

Wood 

Height: 41,5 cm 

Provenance: Private collection, Italy 
Price: 2.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

T.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
W.: www.davidserra.es 
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APRIL 2023 - 19 
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BEMBE FIGURE 


Ancestor figure 

Bembe, Bassikassingo 

D.R. ofthe Congo 

20th century 

Wood, with brown patina 
Height: 38 cm 

Provenance: Former French 
private collection 

Price: 2.800 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Laurent Dodier 
М.: +33608 22 68 15 


E.: laurentdodier@wanadoo.fr 


w.: www.laurentdodier.com 


Statuette representing a male ancestor, both hands 
resting on his stomach. The face is triangular, the 
eyes bulging and the headdress resembles a bonnet. 


This headdress represents a headdress worn by the 
highest ranking members of Bwami society. 


APRIL 2023 - 21 
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BOBO SEAT 


Seat 

Bobo 

Mali 

Wood, mineral dyes and old 
patina of use 

Height: 47 cm 

Provenance: Collection of General 
Gustave Maignan, Rennes 
collected in Ivory Coast between 
1925 and 1927 

Private collection, Paris 


TAS Exclusivity Price: 1.800 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Eric Hertault 

T.:+33 6 15 38 64 81 

E.: hertault.eric@gmail.com 
W.: www.eric-hertault.com 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 


Interior ofthe appartement of General Maignan in 1931 


APRIL 2023 - 25 
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Anklets 

Burkina Faso 

Copper Alloy 

Heights: 17,2 ст 

Provenance: 

Collection of Thomas GB Wheelock 
Publication: "Land of the Flying 
Masks, Art and Culture in Burkina 
Faso.: The Thomas GB Wheelock 
Collection" Munich/ Berlin/ London/ 
New York 

Prestel New York Prestel 2007 
Christopher Roy and Thomas GB 
Wheelock “ 295,296 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 

James Stephenson 

М.: #1 646.644.7156 

E: info@stephensonafricanart.com 
W.: www.stephensonafricanart.com 
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APRIL 2023 - 29 
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07 
CARVING 


Carved example, ovoid in section 
Central desert, Australia 

Early 20th century 

Height: 24 cm 

Traces of red ochre 

Price: 750 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Adam Prout 

T.: + 44 7725 689 801 

Е.: adam@adamprout.com 
W.: www.adamprout.com 


APRIL 2023 - 31 


32 - TRIBAL АКТ SOCIETY 


APRIL 2023 - 33 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 


34 - TRIBAL ART SOCIETY 


O8 


DAN MASK 


Mask 

Dan 

Ivory Coast 

Wood, natural dyes 

and old patina of use 

Height: 20,5 cm 

Provenance: Kanaga Gallery, Paris 
J-F Chermann collection, Paris 
Private collection, Paris 


TAS Exclusivity Price: 4.800 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Eric Hertault 

Т.:+33 6 15 38 64 81 

E.: hertault.eric@gmail.com 
W.: www.eric-hertault.com 


APRIL 2023 - 35 


Exhibiting at: 
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PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 


APRIL 2023 - 37 


09 
ПАК МА$К 


Mask 

Dan 

Ivory Coast 
Wood 

Height: 22,5 cm 
Price: 3.200 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 

Pablo Touchaleaume 

T.: +33 (0)6 89 90 75 70 

E.: pablo.touchaleaume@hotmail.fr 
W.: www.pablotouchaleaume.com 
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APRIL 2023 - 39 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 
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10 


FIJI DISH 


Oil-dish 

Fiji Islands, Polynesia 

19th century 

Vesi wood (Intsia bijuga) with a fine oily 
patina of age and use. 

39 X 33 X 4,30 cm 

Provenance: George Henry Bertram 
Bulmer (1902-1993) of "Little Breinton" 
house, UK (the director of Bulmer's Cider 
Co. and son of Edward (Fred) Bulmer) 
Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Anthony J.P. Meyer 

T.: +33 (0) 6 80 10 80 22 

E.: ajpmeyer@gmail.com 
W.: www.meyeroceanic.art 


APRIL 2023 - 41 


A tripod, lenticular, flat, priestly oil-dish or sedre 
ni waiwai used to hold the sanctified coconut oil 
taken and rubbed on the priest’s body prior to the 
ceremony of communing with the ancestors and 
performing rituals. The handle of geometric form 
with inner struts links to the rear feet of the dish on 
the underside with twin raised ridges. The outer rim 
of the dish is beautifully decorated with a strongly 
carved dentate motif. 


See similar examples drawn by Constance Gordon 
Cummings in the 1880’s. 


This piece will be part of our exhibition "Honneur 
au Bois" 06.04 - 30.05 2023 


GALERIE MEVER OCEANIC & ARCTIC АКТ PRESENTE | | 


EXPOSITION 
06-04-25 
30:05:29 


> HONNEUR, AU BOIS 


SCULPTU Е; SCULPTEUR 


@galeric heart 
17 RUE DES МАМА 
75000 PARIS 
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GURO PULLEY 


Pulley 

Guro 

Ivory Coast 

20th century 

Wood, old shiny black patina, 
reddish brown on the corners 
Height: 21 cm 

Provenance: 

Private collection, Paris 

Price: 2.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Laurent Dodier 
M.: + 33 6 08 22 68 15 


E.: laurentdodier@wanadoo.fr 


w.: www.laurentdodier.com 


APRIL 2023 - 45 


Anthropomorphic loom pulley stirrup. 


The arch is triangular. Atop a tubular neck, the 
oval face ends in a stretched chin. Thick keloids are 
found on the back of the neck and on the forehead. 


The scroll reel is made of corozo nut. 


Weaving was a noble task reserved for men, 
perceived as an act of procreation that transforms 
the material torn from the earth into a material 
that covers bodies, from the bilas of infancy to the 
shroud of funerals, passing through the finery of 
weddings. 
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HEDDLE PULLEY 


Heddle pulley 

Ashanti 

Ghana 

Early 2oth century 

Carved wood and pigments 
Height: 13 cm 

Provenance: 

Bernd Muhlack collection, 
Germany 

John £ Nicole Dintenfass 
collection, New York 
Publication: “Conversations 
Intimes - Miniatures 
africaines”, 5 Continents 


Editions, 2017, page 166-167. 


Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

М.: +33 6 84 52 8136 

E.: contact@galerieflak.com 
W.: www.galerieflak.com 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 


As noted by the New York Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, used on the traditional narrow-band loom, 
heddle pulleys are functional objects used to ease 
the movements of the heddles while separating the 
warp threads and allowing the shuttle to seamlessly 
pass through the layers of thread. 


The stylization and carving quality of this heddle 
pulley are remarkable. 


This masterwork of Ashanti art will be part of our 
selection of ancient African art at Galerie Flak for 
Paris Tribal: April 18-22 
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APRIL 2023 - 49 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 


HEDDLE PULLEY 


Pulley 

Guro 

Ivory Coast 

Early 20th century 
Wood 

Height: 21 cm 
Price: 3.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

T.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
W.: www.davidserra.es 
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APRIL 2023 - 53 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 
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Ancestor sculpture 

D.R. ofthe Congo 

19th century 

Wood 

Height: 44 cm 

Provenance: Isadore y Nancy 
Marder collection, Philadelphia 
Price: 8.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

T.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
W.: www.davidserra.es 
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IBIA 


Axe 

Teke or Mfinu 

D.R. of Congo 

19th century 

Iron, wood 

Height: 40 cm 

Provenance: French colonial collection 
Price: 3.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Laurent Granier 

М.: +33 (0)6 42791313 

E: granierancient@gmail.com 
W.: www.granierancient.com 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 


Exhibiting at: 
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PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 
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КАКАК ADZE HANDLE 


Master-carver's adze handle 

Kanak 

New Caledonia, Melanesia 

19th century 

Wood (gaiac - Acacia spirorbis) with a 
fine patina of age and usage. 

Length: 35 cm 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Anthony J.P. Meyer 

T.: +33 (0) 6 80 10 80 22, 

Е.: ajpmeyer@gmail.com 
W.: www.meyeroceanic.art 


APRIL 2023 - 61 


A rare and fine master-carver's adze handle carved 
with a powerful ancestral face under the heel. The 
representation here is very accurately that of the 
great Apouema mask worn by the mourners at the 
funerary ceremonies of a great chief. The bulbous 
head of the adze over the strong face represents 
the « bee-hive » coif of the great mourning mask 
which is composed of the mourner’s hair. The 
face with its aquiline and imposing nose, oval 
eyes and gently smiling mouth is typical of the 
Apouema representation. It is thought that the 
larger noses are more of north Island origin while 
the smaller more naturalistic noses are from the 
southern regions of the island. The Apouema 
representation here probably serves to instill, 
power, wisdom, and talent in the user. The large, 
and long “mandible” is split horizontally forming 
a “vise” or clamp to accommodate and hold a stone 
blade (nephrite or serpentine), the jaws of which are 
subsequently tightly wrapped with a braided fiber 
binding to secure the blade to the handle (an early 
European nail is planted through the two sections 
of the “mandible” to join them as the binding is 
missing). Adzes with ancestral representations are 
exceedingly rare with only a few recorded in public 
and private collections. This example has a much 
longer and larger grip then most of its type and it 
can be assumed that the dimensions of the handle 
are in relation to size of the hand of the man it is 
made for. 


This piece will be part of our exhibition "Honneur au 
Bois" 06.04 - 30.05 2023 
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APRIL 2023 - 63 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 
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KNIFE 


Lese sickle knife 

D.R. of Congo 

Iron sheet, wood 

Length: 24,5 cm 

Provenance: Wolf-Dieter Miersch, 
Germany 

Price: 900 euros (including wood, brass 
and magnet base) 


OBJECT PRESENTEDBY: 
Laurent Granier 

M.: +33 (0)6 42791313 

E: granierancient@gmail.com 
W.: www.granierancient.com 


APRIL 2023 - 65 


ЕСЕД 
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KONGO 


Nkisi statuette 

Kongo 

D.R. ofthe Congo 

Early 2oth century 

Carved wood, glass and pigments 
Height: 18 cm 

Provenance: Richard de Saint 
Alphonse collection, Paris 
Christine Valluet & Yann Ferrandin 
collection, Paris 

Chambers collection, USA, acquired 
from Galerie Valluet in 1999 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

М.: +33 6 84 52 8136 

E.: contact@galerieflak.com 
W.: www.galerieflak.com 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 


Kongo sacred sculptures called minkisi (sing. nkisi) 
are among the most powerful and refined of all 
Sub-Saharan art forms, and rank among the iconic 
genres of African art. 


On the occasion of the 2015 exhibition Kongo: Power 
and Majesty, held at the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, New York, Alisa LaGamma noted that "the 
most influential class of Kongo minkisi often took 
the form of formidable wood figures bristling with 
added hardware.[...] Along the coast, from northern 
Angola to southern Gabon, they were known as 
mbau, or 'ready to fight', while in the interior as far 
as Kinshasa they were called n'kondi (pl. minkondi), 
or 'hunter'. 


The miniature power figure presented here is 
imbued with both strength and sensitivity. 


This figure will be part of our selection of ancient 
African art at Galerie Flak for Paris Tribal: April 18-22 


68 - TRIBAL АКТ SOCIETY 


APRIL 2023 - 69 


KONGO FETISH 


Fetish 

Kongo 

D. В. of Congo 

Wood, nail, feather, glass 
Height: 20 cm 

Provenance: Former Belgian 
collection 

Former Pierre Dartevelle collection, 
Brussels 

French private collection 
Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 

Pablo Touchaleaume 

T.: +33 (0)6 89 90 75 70 

E.: pablo.touchaleaume@hotmail.fr 
W.: www.pablotouchaleaume.com 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 
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APRIL 2023 - 73 
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LEGA MASK 


Mask 

Lega 

D.R. of the Congo 

Wood, natural dye, fiber, and patina 
ofuse 

Height: 14 cm (without beard) 
Provenance: Nicolas De Kun 
collection, Paris 

Private collection, Paris 


TAS Exclusivity Price: 2.750 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Eric Hertault 

T.:+33 6 15 38 64 81 

E.: hertault.eric@gmail.com 
W.: www.eric-hertault.com 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 
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LOBI SCULPTURES 


Sculptures 

Lobi 

Burkina Faso 

Early 20th century 

Wood 

Height: 48 cm / 49,5 ст 
Provenance: Alexandre Espenel 
collection, Paris. 

Publications: Más de uno. Parcours des 
Mondes, Paris 

Galería David - Fine Tribal Art, 
Barcelona, 2018 

Price: 7.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

T.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
W.: www.davidserra.es 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 
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MANGBETU STAFF 


Staff 

Mangbetu 

Uele, D.R. ofthe Congo 

19th century 

Wood, brass tacks 

Height: 40 cm 

Provenance: Thomas Alexander 
AHDRC #0034742 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
James Stephenson 
М.: +1 646.644.7156 


E: info@stephensonafricanart.com 
W.: www.stephensonafricanart.com 


APRIL 2023 - 81 
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APRIL 2023 - 83 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 
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MANUAL CROSS 


Cross 

Ethiopia 

19th century 

Wood 

Height: 21 cm 

Provenance: Private collection, France 
Price: 900 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Olivier Larroque 

T.: +33 (0)6 80 08 00 93 

E.: o.larroque1@gmail.com 
W.: www.olivierlarroque.com 
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APRIL 2023 - 87 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 


24 
OGONI MASK 


Zoomorphic mask 
Ogoni 

Nigeria 

Wood, pigment 
Height: 55 cm 
Price: 2.800 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 

Pablo Touchaleaume 

T.: +33 (0)6 89 90 75 70 

E.: pablo.touchaleaume@hotmail.fr 
W.: www.pablotouchaleaume.com 
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APRIL 2023 - 91 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 
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PUNUK SKIS 


Pair of skis 

Punuk 

Bering Strait, Alaska 

From 500 to 1200 AD 

Walrus ivory with amber patina 
Height: 44 cm 

Provenance: Former American 
collection 

French private collection 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 

Pablo Touchaleaume 

T.: +33 (0)6 89 90 75 70 

E.: pablo.touchaleaume@hotmail.fr 
W.: www.pablotouchaleaume.com 


APRIL 2023 - 93 
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APRIL 2023 - 95 
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SEATED LOBI STATUE 


Statue 

Lobi 

Burkina Faso 

Early 2oth century 

Wood 

Height: 16 cm 

Provenance: Private collection, Toulon 
Price: 1.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Olivier Larroque 

T.: +33 (0)6 80 08 00 93 

E.: o.larroque1@gmail.com 
W.: www.olivierlarroque.com 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 


APRIL 2023 - 97 
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APRIL 2023 - 99 
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SNOW GOGGLES 


Snow goggles 

Inupiaq (Ancient Eskimo) 
Alaska 

19th century 

Carved wood 

Length: 12,5 cm 
Provenance: Jeffrey Myers 
collection, New York 

Amy & Elliot Lawrence collection, 
New York 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

М.: +33 6 84 52 8136 

Е.: contact@galerieflak.com 
W.: www.galerieflak.com 


Exhibiting at: 


PARIS 
TRIBAL 


EME EDITION 


These goggles called ilgaak or iggaakin the dialects of Alaska, 
were carved so аз го echo as closely as possible the shape of 
the face, and minimize luminosity to а maximum - hence 
the narrowness of the openings for the eyes. The width of 
these openings had a direct influence on the wearer's visual 
field. According to the Inuit, the more the visual field was 
reduced, the more visual acuity was accentuated. 


Goggles with slits of different sizes were chosen to 
match climatic conditions (in particular according to the 
incidence and intensity ofthe sun’s rays as they varied with 
the seasons over the course ofthe year). 


Around the beginning of March the returning sun begins 
to produce a glare on the snow covered Arctic landscape 
especially north of the tree line. By late April the country acts 
like a giant mirror reflecting ever more direct bright light. 


The goggles varied according to the locality in which they 
were made and could be carved of wood, often driftwood 
collected on the shoreline, or whalebone or from the tusk 
of a walrus. 


As noted by Bill Wolf, the harsh Arctic climate presented 
some unique impediments to the Eskimo hunter. The high 
latitude left the sun low on the horizon through much ofthe 
year, and the resulting glare was compounded by the highly 
reflective snow or water that covered the area. Without 
protection, a hunter's eyes were left vulnerable to a painful 
and often serious condition known as snow blindness, 
similar to a sunburn. Ivory or wood snow goggles alleviated 
this effect by allowing the wearer to peer through narrow 
openings, while shading him from the excessive glare. 
Additionally, they afforded protection from wind, sleet, etc. 
while traveling. 


In this artifact, an ingenious utilitarian object is elevated 
to the level of a work of fine art. These goggles been 
exquisitely sculpted to fit the contours of the hunter's face. 
The economy of line is remarkable. 


These snow goggles will be part of our selection of ancient 
North American art at Galerie Flak for Paris Tribal: April 18-22 
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SUDANESE KNIFE 


Knife 

Sudan 

19th century 
Height: 30 cm 
Width: 13 cm 
Price: 750 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Adam Prout 

T.: + 44 7725 689 801 

Е.: adam@adamprout.com 
W.: www.adamprout.com 
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These knives were more symbols of rank and status 
rather than affective weapons. 


Acid etched blade with Thuluth script and bone handle. 
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TEVAU CURRENCY 


Теуаи feather currency / bridal 
wealth 

Santa Cruz, Solomon Islands 
Early 2oth century 

Hibiscus fiber, feathers (Myzomela 
cardinalis), shell and fabrics 
Height: 75 cm 

Provenance: Formerly in a 
Princely collection 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 
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These red-feather money rolls from the Santa 
Cruz Islands constitute one of the Pacific's most 
spectacular and graphic forms of currency. 


Once uncoiled, this money roll called tevau is 
roughly 30 ft. (9 meters) long. A multitude of 
rectangular plates covered with feathers are 
overlapped and affixed to a fiber armature. The 
feathers are those of the Myzomelia cardinalis, a 
scarlet bird that feeds on honey. 


Feather money was used in Santa Cruz as a form of 
currency for settling important obligations. Tevau 
were also given as payment on the occasion of a 
wedding as bride price. 


This Tevau currecy will be part of our selection of 
ancient Oceanic art at Galerie Flak for Paris Tribal: 
April 18-22 
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THOGCHA 
TALISMANS 


Talismans 

Tibetan Plateau 

1000 BC - 1800 AD 

Mixed metals, bronze, iron, 
copper, leather 

Price on Request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Thomas Murray 

М.: +1415.378.0716 

E.: thomas@tmurrayarts.com 
W.: www.tmurrayarts.com 


Thogcha are known as 'fall from sky' objects, 
associated with meteors, comets, thunder and 
lightning. They are 'found objects' that were at 
some point in history lost, dropped into the soil 
of the Tibetan Plateau, only to be discovered 
hundreds, even thousands of years later by 
herdsmen, pilgrims, or monks walking upon the 
land. This private collection features objects that 
were originally intended as talismans, including 
a pre-Buddhist Shang dynasty tao tei masquette, 
Scythian - Ordos style steppes tiger, a Sasanian- 
type bird in roundel, auspicious eagle Kyung, 
revered in the ancient Bon religion. There are also 
first and second diffusion Buddhist votive objects, 
including a Vajrapani, dorjis, phurbas, and others. 
Finally, there are many objects perhaps originally 
mundane, i.e. horse trappings, rings, arrowheads, 
buttons, buckles, etc. that became enchanted 
by their unearthing. Collectively they possess 
properties of magical protection, with a gathering 
of an odd number thogcha favored for good luck. 
Thogcha (pronounced toke-cha) offer tangible 
evidence of the intangible, from the animistic 
beliefs of the Tibetan nomads to insights about the 
archeology of the Tibetan Plateau, otherwise never 
researched due to a religious taboo not to disturb 
the earth. 
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THULE FIGURE 


Ancestor figure 

Thule, Eskimo 

Western Alaska 

1oth/19th century 

Wood (cedar drift-wood) and 

an insert in walrus tusk. A fine 
patina of age due to burial in the 
permafrost with minor wear and 
lacunae. 

Height: 14,4 cm 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Anthony J.P. Meyer 

T.: +33 (0) 6 80 10 80 22 

E.: ajpmeyer@gmail.com 
W.: www.meyeroceanic.art 
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Rare and large representation of an ancestor 
composed of an imposing ovalized head on a 
stylized torso. The face is finely shaped with strong 
eyebrows, protruding cheekbones, a straight nose 
and a grimacing mouth whose chin is adorned 
with a large labret made of walrus ivory. 


This piece will be part of our exhibition "Honneur au 
Bois" 06.04 - 30.05 2023 


GALERIE MEVER OCEANIC & ARCTIC ART PRESENTE | | 


EXPOSITION 
06:04:23 
30:05:2: 


HONNEUR A ) BOIS 


SCULRTUS El SCULPTEUR 
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TUMUK 


Central House Post 

Yami / Tao 

Orchid Island / Botel Tobago 
19th - Early 20th century 
Wood, pigment 

180 cm 

Provenance: Liliane and Michel 
Durand-Dessert, Paris 
Publication: Arts de Taiwan, Helene 
Kamer, Paris 1973, p 15 

Price on Request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Thomas Murray 

М.: +1415.378.0716 

E.: thomas@tmurrayarts.com 
W.: www.tmurrayarts.com 
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Yami is the name given to the Austronesian 
speaking inhabitants of Orchid Island by a 19th C. 
anthropologist and is the best known identifier, 
however Tao (man) is the indigenous preference. 
Tumuk, also called Tomok, are extremely rare 
and important architectural elements within the 
traditional Tao house that feature a depiction 
of the heroic progenitor of the clan, Magamaog, 
who taught the Tao boat building and agriculture. 
The other figures are understood to be ancestors. 
Tumuk were inherited by the eldest son as familial 
treasure. 
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TYI WARA 


Mask 

Bamana 

Sikasso Distric, Bougouni Region, 
Mali 

Circa 1925. 

Wood, pigments 

Height: 34 cm 

Provenance: Donald Tait 
collection, Paris 

Price: 2.800 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Laurent Dodier 

М.: + 33 6 08 22 68 15 

E.: laurentdodier@wanadoo.fr 
w.: www.laurentdodier.com 
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Dance crest. In the Bambara language, the name 
of these crests is TYI WARA, that is to say "heads of 
the beasts of agricultural work". 


These antelope masks are the emblems of an 
initiation society for the execution of field work. 
The style of the crests of this region is very 
composite. It features a real montage of different 
animals. 
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YAKOMA CURRENCY 
SPEARS 


Spears 

Yakoma 

D.R. of the Congo 

Iron, brass, copper 

Heights: 140 to 172 cm 

Provenance: Dieter Schaffner, 
Germany 

Price for the collection: 2.500 euros 
(including wall mount) 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Laurent Granier 

M.: +33 (0)6 42791313 

E: granierancient@gmail.com 
W.: www.granierancient.com 
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ZANDE MASK 


Mask 

Zande 

D.R. of the Congo 

Late 19th / early 2oth century 
Wood, leather 

Height: 25 cm 

Provenance: Private collection, 
Belgium 

Price: 2.800 euros 
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